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Microsoft Azure AD 
Discover Project

In support of the need to authenticate resources that live 
outside an institution, Microsoft previously launched their 
Azure Active Directory service. Initially as a complement to 
on-prem Active Directory resources, Microsoft envisions 
their Azure Active Directory as a next-gen identity access 
service. This project will intersect with and require input 
from staff throughout LITS -- including those managing 
existing directory, authentication, and provisioning services 
that support both on-prem resources (e.g. LAN-based 
file/print) and third-party (e.g. ADFS SSO authentication). 
This project is discovery in nature. The goal of this project is 
to develop shared understandings around a.) current and 
future needs at the College b.) Microsoft's roadmap for this 
(and related) services and the role Azure Active Directory 
service might serve at Bryn Mawr. Included in a final 
deliverable will be summaries of where Azure Active 
Directory is required versus optional and what additional 
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Moodle Service Design, 
Phase 2

In fall 2020 EAST, Web, and INS completed a successful 
Moodle Service Model Redesign project to develop more 
sustainable back-end service processes for our locally hosted 
and maintained Moodle installation. This project tackles a 
few final roadblocks needed to move Moodle closer to 
persistent-application service model: 1) Moving Moodle 
from Centos 8 to fresh server installations with an OS 
distribution that has a longer-term support plan; 2) 
developing content and data-retention policies and 
practices that are sustainable and secure over the expected 
lifespan of the server giving the post-pandemic usage norms. 
The goal of all of these changes is increase the time between 
complete overhauls from 3 years to 8-10 years, significantly 
reducing the maintenance burden on support staff and 
disruption to the college community.
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RStudio Server Pilot 
Replacement: Design and 
Implementation

This project will determine the appropriate replacement for 
a local, pilot installation of RStudio Server and implement a 
transition to that replacement. LITS set this RStudio Server 
pilot up in summer 2019 in support of the College’s new 
interdisciplinary data science program to make it easier for 
faculty to adopt and teach R (considered a key component 
of that program). That pilot was scheduled to have ended 
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